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FOREWORD

This is the fGrst part of Lokamanya Tildk’s biography
composed by Dr. Madhav Shrihari alias Bapuji Aney in Sanskrit
oun the lines of Mahakavyain ancient India. With an inimitable
lucidity of style, Bapuji began to compose this Mahakavya in 1954
as a fitting Gurudakshina to one of the greatest architects of
modern Indian renaissance, He worked at it even when he had
been laid low by an almost incurable malady. Bapuji Aney himsel{
was a striking figure of his generation which was dominated by
the memory of Lokamanya’s achievements. Every line of this
Mahakavya is surcharged with love and respect for Lokamanya
Tilak, reminiscent of Plato’s reverential feeling for Socrates, Shri
Bapuji was an ardent educationist and was the Chancellor of the
Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapeeth for many years.

Lokamanya Tilak has been described by Sri Aurobindo as
one of the makers of Renaissant India. He was not a politician
by choice but entered politics to mould several aspects of the
Renaissant Movement, His life was a living epic. He began
life as a teacher but soon acquired the stature of a sage. He
strove to reconstruct India not only in terms of politics but in
all other aspects of life. A people suffering under alien rule can
never separate politics from life. Lokamanya’s approach to
nationalism was comprehensive, harnessing religious and social
activities to politics. His activities like Ganesh Utsav, Shivaji
Jayanti and the development of Akhada comsolidated mass
enthusiasm. He fought for positive aspects of freedom, not the
negative ones. He was the first who courted arrest in an age when
political martyrdom was not even thought of.

Lokamanya Tilak was a sage in the line of the Maharshis of

ancient India. He gave a spiritnal turn to the struggle for -
freedom. His comprehensive work on Bhagavadgita won for = -

him a place among the seers of India. He created a psychological
revolution in the minds of Indian people. Bhagavadgita in his
hands was not merely a book of philosophy and religion nor a
code of rituals, but a saga of active dedicated life.



I had the privilege of working under Lokamanya Tilak
during the Home Rule Movement and was an eye~witness to his
strength and patriotism. It is to the credit of Bapuji that he could
pick up from the crowded life of Lokamanya consplcuous instan-
ces illustrating his versatility.

30.4.69 K. M. Munshi
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Chaupatty Road, Bombay 7.
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